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New York Tinea News Secvice., rare eo = 


“ With ‘the position of Shah Moham-- | 
rad. Reza Pahlavi apparently more’. 
“tenuous than-ever, the Carter admin.‘ 
-istration Appears Committed ;to the. 
view. “that -the. Tranian | monargh.., 
should continue to‘ play ‘an <impor-- 
‘fant-role’” in seviginer Eee to anew; 


"2a: “Washington... a‘“sense of. gat 
" permeated - conversations: with U.S: 
-officials, who. were frustrated‘at the: 
uncertainty-. of ‘the- future-: :develop=* 
-ments‘in the’ strategi¢ally.important*. 
/Persian Gulf area-and-ireIran itself”. 
sThey, acknowledged. yesterday < ‘tha: 
Upheavals “have, brought,’ Iran's? 
economy-to its. lowest point.since the: i 
‘disorders, intensified s ve i ‘ 


: a4 
“tressed fears that the crisis: ‘appears? 
7to have reached’ an acute and déci-~ 
‘sive stage. Troops fired inte the ‘air 
vand lobbed tear gas to break up anti< 
- - shah demonstrations on. a-main, busi=- 
eness street - in = downtown Tehran 
“today, but the protesters: regrouped. : 
-and moved toward the university and.” 


a no immniediaté reports | of: casualties, =) ay 


s “The state: ‘radia ‘announced: ‘today: : 
2. kat. ‘oil production has ceased ‘and’: 
that the senate-wilF: aid"aspecial | 
/Session“Saturday“to-* re lew=the; 
= : Situation’:3 in the countrys 
LE ThSe-new: ~disordérs: fallowe an a 
Fok wild: shooting and-lawlessnessZin | 
athe: “capitab-and a’ strikethat: effeces 
> aida Roe down the'dil industry: eae 


‘SLeheran streets, ‘soldiers: opentd. fice | 
:With' dutomatic “Weapons: on ‘afunerak ° 
“procession: after ‘an. eyewitness: said) 
“they shot.their own colonel;.and ‘the | 
icity became a bellowing sound stage 
of sirens, gunfire and car horns.= 2F 
“Sr Tear gas,.smoke: from: pyres::set ‘ 
“aflame: by anti-shab- demonstrators, * 
power cuts, stores shutting and nrer-- 
-chants piling their stock on the back. 
sof trucks —. Teheran almost visib! 
- tottered: and’ with: it}-the. Peacd 
:Thronew: Au. schools. were closed: and: : 
vthe-state’air; rail and. bus" services 3 
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“Administration officials fear that if the! 
Sahat: were to abdicate, it would raise! 
‘ problems for the military in Iran, many. 
“of whose leaders have a personal loyalty | 
to the shah. Without the shah, some offi- 
"clals said, a aia of civil war would. 
, exist, Crary o 
Ft also would: conten: the worst fears of. j 
“some key officials. who have worried | 
fabout the strategic implications of a 
Y drastic political-shift in Iran, which for. 
Lyears. has been. the West's chief security 
_Bnchor ia the Persian Gulf. eat eye 
Faced with a rapidly approaching den 
“nouement, the United States set up a new 
s-bigh-level working group at the State De~ 
partment, headed by David D: Newsom,- 
its third-ranking official, to deal with the’ 
Iranian crisis. Newsom’s group includes: 
“members. from. other.’ agencies involved 
: in Iran. : 


EARLIER IN THE. month, Coir WwW. 
{Ball a former undersecretary of state, 
chad. headed. a -lower-level ‘interagency. 
“committee that was drafting a-long- 
* range paper on the Persian Gulf, That re- 
“port was completed: and Ball hast now left 

! Washington, » ae, Hb i 
«Although the leader ‘of Irah’s main. op=! 

position movement, Karim Sanjabi of the 

* National Front, has called for the shah to 

‘abdicate — he renewed the call yester-; 

“day -~-° the administration. remains 

committed to a more moderate solution, 

“the creation of. a new’ civilian govern- | 

*ment, to be followed by elections, and the 
"establishment of a wider-based govern: j 
ene s PLD P BLE te 
«This view was outlined by the State Dee 
“partment . Spokesman; Modding. Carter : 


ones 


He said that ‘the exact form the | news 
‘government should take was a matter for: 
: Tranians to decide for: themselves But hey 
guddeds" mote area 
“The United States. position:has basi-, 
ally: ‘been: supportive-of the shah’s- ‘posi« 
i ton tof ‘political liberalization: We: con-. 
tinue to. believe that he has an important 
“role-to play in moving through‘a.transi- 
tional period to. a’ more: stable: political 
mm, one which, as: we understand it, 
would be a government. of Baten Sugota 
ciliation’’ 9, Crista 
‘ SOME OFFICIALS: ‘have: seen an’ in- 
.crease in Soviet propaganda broadcasts 
to Iran as @ sign of Soviet interest in help- 
ing to fom nt in nal. Suara in 
Iran. © : 
Today: in. its- sharpest attack: yal 
American involvement.in .Iran, Moxon 
accused, the ‘United: States. of illegally’ 
interfering in‘Iran’s political turbulence: 
Sespite clear warnings from Moscow, ~~-'4 
. The~ official. Communist’ Party: daily: 
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